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PCQHYA
California State Hardship Qualifying Criteria
The following outlines the criterion, along with related rules and regulations for any youth exhibitor desiring to receive a “Hardship” status designation from the California State affiliate of AQHA in order to participate in the AQHYA World Show. This document reflects the rules and regulations as set forth by PCQHA, the California State affiliate of AQHA, in the affiliates Rules and Regulations handbook.

Definition of Hardship Program: A program designed by AQHA in conjunction with its State affiliate to provide criteria to enable exhibitors in extraneous circumstances the opportunity to continue their pursuits in showing their Quarter Horse at the highest level of competition.  This program provides a current, and in good standing, AQHA youth exhibitor the ability to submit an application requesting approval to either opt out of or into the California State affiliates Youth World Show Qualifying Program. 
PCQHA will not consider, for review, any request other than those that meet the guidelines as provided below.
1. The requesting youth exhibitor must be a current member of, and in good standing status with, AQHA.

2. He or she must have submitted a completed PCQHYA World Show Hardship Application along with the AQHA Hardship Application to the PCQHA office (for address, see below) on or before the submission deadline date of the AQHA hardship application, as set forth by AQHA.
3. Must provide a self addressed and stamped envelope along with application for return response.
4. The circumstances surrounding the request meets must meet one of the reasons for Hardship as listed below, or provide a detailed written description as to the why such request is being made in the provided section as required on the State affiliates hardship application.

5. IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, If desiring to opt INTO the state’s qualifying program, the applicant must,
a. Regardless of the deadline submission dates mentioned above, it is the exhibitor’s responsibility to meet any other deadlines required by either the incoming or outgoing state affiliate. 

b. Must meet current PCQHYA state qualifying requirements. (See State Youth Qualifying Rules)
ALL APPLICATIONS WILL BE REVIEWED DETERMINED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF PCQHA AND APPROVAL/DISAPPOVAL NOTIFICATIONS WILL BE SENT TO EXHIBITOR FOLLOWING FINAL REVIEW AND DETERMINATION.
REASONS FOR HARDSHIP STATUS REQUESTS:

The following are circumstances under which an exhibitor might apply for “Hardship” status in order to show as a member of a state affiliate other than PCQHA. DSo not consider these reasons as guarantee of approval as other circumstances may come into consideration and affect the decision of the Executive Board of PCQHA regarding your individual application.

1. An exhibitor attends school for the full school year in the State into which hardship is being requested. In addition, the exhibitor’s horse is also stabled in the requested state of hardship. Documentation by the exhibitor will be required verifying enrollment and attendance in the school along with verification of participation in Quarter Horse shows within the requested hardship state for the period under review. 
2. Both exhibitor and horse are in a remote location within their State of residence and have out of State Quarter Horse show opportunities in a considerably closer proximity than their resident state Quarter Horse show venues. The exhibitor will be required to provide documentation as to location and out of state Quarter Horse venues along with documentation of attendance. It would be beneficial to exhibitor to submit Hardship application early in order to see if such wavier and application will be approved prior to actual attendance at shows. 

3. Exhibitor’s horse is stabled with a trainer for an entire show year in the remote state to which the exhibitor wishes to hardship, and exhibitor has shown at a minimum of 7 (seven) shows in that state. Receipts of payment for board and training as well as proof of exhibitor having shown in that state will be required (AQHA or alliance records, etc.).

IN BOTH THE ABOVE SCENARIOS IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED THAT THE APPLICANT SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR HARDSHIP STATUS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SHOW YEAR UNDER CONSIDERATION TO CLARIFY THE DETERMINATION OF YOUR STATUS, WHETHER APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL, AND REMOVE ANY POSSIBLE QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS.
PCQHYA
Youth World Show Hardship Application
Date: _________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________Phone #: (        )  __________-___________________
Horses Registered Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Trainers Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Trainers Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                   _________________________________________________________________________________________________________                  
Trainers Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
If your choice of school location is reason for your request to Hardship, then please provide:

A. Current School name and complete address:

     _____________________________________________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________________________
B. Please provide proof of attendance during the show yr. under review along with your application
C. Attach with this application form a detailed explanation for requesting Hardship status.
IMPORTANT NOTICE: PCQHA believes that proving Hardship designation should only occur when the youth exhibitor truly has displayed their best efforts in showing in competitive Quarter Horse shows during the current qualifying year and has provided complete evidence in their application process of their extraneous circumstances surrounding their request.  PCQHA will not approve any incoming requests to join the California affiliate team for the specific purpose of filling any classes that would otherwise not have the maximum number of available number of provided slots filled.
Please sign in the provide space below and forward, along with your AQHA Hardship application to:
PCQHYA Youth World Show Review Committee

560 Wall Street Suite A

Auburn, California 95603

The above application may also be filled out online at www.pcqha.com. Go to the Youth World Show tab and click on PCQHYA Youth World Show Hardship Application tab. You may scan and forward any additional requested documents to info@pcqha.com and put in subject line: PCQHYA Youth World Show Hardship supplemental information/YOUR NAME.
______________________________________________________________________           ____________________________

                                  Exhibitor’s Signature       



Date
