PCQHA wishes to congratulate the PCQHA team that brought home to California the NYATT CHAMPIONSHIP from the Ohio Quarter Horse Congress! What a great team; they rode well, competed with vigor and were rewarded with the big prize. Congratulations also to their outstanding coach, Nancy Renfro!

The final World Championship Show of the year followed on the heels of the Congress and is still in progress at this writing. California is well represented at the show, and we look forward to reading all the results in next month’s Pacific Coast Journal. Congratulations to those of you qualified and who will bring home the ribbons!

The highly successful and much anticipated PCQHA NOVICE CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW is in the books; what a great show! Held at the Rancho Murieta Equestrian Center, all classes showed increases in numbers from 2010, the inaugural year. We want to congratulate all those who qualified and attended this fun show, as well as to the winners. Each class received silver buckles through third place, and everyone was thrilled with their prizes. PCQHA wishes to thank you for qualifying and attending, and hope to see you in Vegas next year!

As you know by now, AQHA saw this idea in operation, and decided that is was a wonderful way to encourage Novice exhibitors. We are pleased to announce that AQHA is taking over the production of the event and expanding the show to include the entire Unite States. The Western United States Novice Championship Show will be held on October 5 – 7 at the South Point Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada. For qualifying and other information, please check it out on AQHA’s website:  http://aqha.com/Showing/News-Articles/102011-Novice-Championships.aspx 

The AQHA annual convention will also be held at the South Pointe Casino on March 9 – 12 in Las Vegas, and PCQHA encourages all PCQHA members and interested parties to attend. At the 2012 convention, you will hear the plans to introduce the AQHA leveling system in 2013. You can learn more about the AQHA convention, and find forms to register at http://www.aqha.com/convention 

The business of AQHA is conducted at the convention each year, and if you have a suggestion for a new rule or a rule change, please submit your idea so that it can be reviewed by the appropriate committee. Your suggestion must be submitted on an official AQHA form by December 31. You can download the form at:  http://www.aqha.com/en/Resources.aspx 

The 2011 Region 7 Experience was held in Selina, Utah, and will be held there again in 2012. In 2013, the Region 7 Experience will be moving to California or Las Vegas! This will provide those living in the Southern portion of the region better opportunity to take advantage of the Region 7 Experience. Watch this newsletter and the PCQHA website (http://pcqha.com) for details as they are firmed up. 

PCQHA continues to serve the horse owners of California by acting as a watch-dog for the  political process in the state and the Nation. Whenever there is an issue that needs the horseman’s voice, we will notify you on our website and by e-mail. If PCQHA does not have your e-mail address, please send it to the PCQHA office (Jane@pcqha.com) and we will keep you abreast of what is happening. There are forces that would like to shut down the horse industry, and we must remain vigilant if we wish to continue our lifestyle. We will continue our efforts and report back to our membership. 

Even though these are difficult times, with the economy struggling to make a comeback and the animal ‘rights’ groups trying to put us out of business,  I want to take this opportunity to urge everyone to make a New Year’s resolution for the good of the industry. Let’s all work together to strengthen our industry, and make California the best place in the nation for the horse business!
PCQHA sends our heartfelt wishes for a safe & happy Holiday Season.
Thank you for your membership and for your love of our horse, THE AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE!
Terry Skevington, President
